Mouth Management – Criticizing
Key Points from the Sermon
1. Introduction
· The series is called "Mouth Management." Last week we talked about ____________.
· The speaker's previous job was as a ____________ for an insurance company, where they were nicknamed ____________.
2. Understanding Criticism
· The sermon distinguishes between constructive feedback and ____________ criticism.
· Critical words can ____________ the potential intimacy in your marriage, drive a wall between you and your ____________, and keep you from sharing the goodness of ____________.
3. Biblical References
· Galatians 5:14-15: "For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: ____________ your neighbor as yourself. But if you are always ____________ and devouring one another, watch out. Be aware of ____________ one another."
· Proverbs 12:18: "The words of the reckless ____________ like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings ____________."
· Ephesians 4:29: "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for ____________ others up according to their needs, that it may ____________ those who listen."
4. The Power of Words
· Words have the power of ____________ and ____________.
· A single word of criticism can ____________ someone's soul, while a single word of encouragement can ____________ someone up.
5. Fault Finder vs. Hope Dealer
· A fault finder is similar to the ____________ and the ____________.
· A hope dealer, like ____________, speaks words of life and ____________.
· Romans 15:13: "May the God of ____________ fill you all with joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with ____________ by the power of the Holy Spirit."
6. Jesus as Our Hope
· Jesus is described as the ____________ of life, the living ____________, the good ____________, and the ____________ of Kings.
· 1 Timothy calls Jesus our ____________, Titus 2 calls Him the ____________ hope, and 1 Peter calls Him the ____________ hope.
7. Practical Application
· Instead of being a fault finder, aim to be a ____________ dealer.
· Speak words that ____________ others up and point them to ____________.
· Reflect on your own ____________ and the magnitude of God's ____________.
8. Prayer
· Pray for God to help you become aware of your ____________ and to use your words to build others up and point them to ____________.
Reflection Questions
1. How can you apply the principle of "Mouth Management" in your daily life?
2. What are some practical ways you can become a "hope dealer" in your community?
3. Reflect on a time when a word of encouragement made a significant impact on your life. How can you do the same for others?

Feel free to print this handout and distribute it to your congregation or study group!

