
Renew – 04/28/24
By Faith I Will Find It

Introduction:  

Renew

Announcements
May 1 – Prayer night 
May 3 – Movie night – King Fu Panda 2

Mindsets 
Do the thing that you would do.
Christ is in me. I am enough.
	
Me: 

How many Celtics fans? 
· We watch games as a family 

Watched last year as they struggled through the playoffs and didn’t make it to The Finals
· So disappointed
· Imagine their disappointment
· So much hype
· So much hope
· So much expectation
· Only to fall short

Fast forward to this year
· Even better team 
· 64 regular season wins
· Great expectations for the playoffs 
· Currently playing Miami (the team who knocked them out last year) – current series 2-1 

But here’s the thing
· I don’t think they’re spending time thinking about last year’s failure/shortcoming
· I don’t think they’re still replaying in their mind the missed shots/fouls/turnovers from last year’s games
· They have to not replay last season’s shortcomings to have any chance this year
· They have to put last year away 
· The frustrations
· The mistakes 
· And focus on the task at hand – winning the next game 
· And the next one
· And the next one
· 14 wins until they can be called champions
· 14 wins – 1 at a time 

We - 

Don’t know about you, but I get stuck in the past a lot – it’s really not that hard 
· That dumb thing I said yesterday
· That moment this week when I snapped at Kathy 
· That thing I heard someone had said about me 
· The projects and plans that I was so excited about that ultimately fell through 

It’s easy to let things like that get us and continue to cycle through our mind
· Discouragement
· Self-rejection
· It’s ok to reflect on mistakes and learn from them
· But we can’t get stuck there
· Whether it’s guilt
· Shame
· Grief
· Disappointment

That’s where this week’s mindset comes from
· “With God there’s always a way, and by faith I will find it 
· It doesn’t mean we’ll never make a mistake 
· It doesn’t mean we’ll never miss what we used to have 
· Or be nervous about the future
· It doesn’t mean we’ll never feel like we’re losing the game 
· It means that you are willing to leave the past behind and press on toward what lies ahead
· Our victory can come from embracing your capacity to shift/pivot
· Reset
· To let go of what’s behind and embrace what’s next

God:

The story of Moses leading his people through the wilderness to the Promised Land
· Didn’t make it in – God had told him he wouldn’t 

When Israel reached the border of the Promised Land 
· In a place called the plans of Moab
· God took Moses to the top of a mountain and showed him the land from a distance
· The Bible says Moses died after that – 120 years old – and God buried him in a place that nobody knew

Can you imagine how Israel felt while they were waiting for Moses to come down? 
· He had told them God wasn’t going to let him lead them into the Promised Land
· But I’m guessing they still had a hard time believing he wouldn’t come down 
· He had gone up before and had come back 

Israel needed Moses, so they thought
· He was their leader 
· Moses was the person who had led them to food from heaven
· Water from a rock 
· He spoke to God on their behalf 
· There was only 1 Moses 
· Don’t you think that even as they mourned for Moses, the looked for him too?

Deuteronomy 34:8
· The Bible says that the people mourned for Moses for 30 days (Deut 34:8)
· The normal grieving time was a week, but Moses was special
· Legendary (GOAT) 
· At some point, though, they had to accept that Moses wasn’t coming back – Moses was no more

They were in a moment of decision
· The Promised Land was on the horizon
· It was in their future/inheritance
· They were looking forward to it 
· But in order to step into what was next, they had to leave what had happened 

Let me tell you, that’s not easy 
· Not for them, not for us
· How long does it take us in seasons of transition to accept that something is never going to be like it was? 
· We, so often, try to make things like they were
· “The good old days”
· Lunch with my high-school friends 
· “The older I get, the better I was”

Even now as I’m getting older, I go there 
· Baseball season is starting 
· So much has changed, pitch clock, attitudes, rule changes
· I like baseball the way it used to be – before the designated hitter 
· But it’s changed! 
· I have to decide if I’m going to be grumpy about that or if I’m going to enjoy baseball in it’s current state 
· Let go of the good old days

We all have seasons of transition where things change
· We aren’t sure of what’s coming up 
· And it can be frightening to go through these times
· “What if things are never like they are now?”
· We’re afraid to ‘wait for it’ like those Youtube videos tell us 
· We’ve developed 2 second attention spans – want to make sure we see the good part 
· But, we have to remember that we’re moving 
· We’re growing
· We’re changing
· That Christ is in us and we are enough to handle the change 

For us, today, let’s don’t give up 
· By faith - let’s ‘wait for it’ and see what God is doing 
· There is so much more to your story 
· You might be at the end of a chapter, but God is still writing the book
· Don’t close your heart
· Don’t close your mind
· In the immortal words of the band Journey – Don’t stop believing

In life, some of the characters of our story will exit from one chapter to the next 
· Some conditions/circumstances will change 	
· Some of these will feel painful
· There will be seasons of loss and grief
· Remember that the death of Moses wasn’t the end of a dream
· The change of circumstances isn’t the end of our dream 
· God is making room for what is happening next 

Kathy and I have seen this as pastors
· People leave – sometimes out of the blue, sometimes for no reason at all
· And it is hurtful
· We grieve their leaving
· But we can’t get stuck there – we’d be stuck there forever 

I don’t want to blow a bunch of ‘toxic positivity’ at you 
· Don’t want to give you fake fixes for real pain 
· But I do want to encourage you to evaluate your perspective of changes/losses 
· The pain is real
· The grief is valid – King Solomon reminds of a time to grieve (Ecclesiastes)
· But if God allows something to be taken away from you, He’s probably adding something to you/in you 

Our scripture says, “Israel grieved until the time of weeping and mourning was over”
· Spent 1 month mourning Moses in Moab
· Try saying that 5 times
· “A month mourning Moses in Moab”
· That’s a lot of ‘mo’s’ 
· Notice it doesn’t say the ‘feeling’ of mourning was over
· But the ‘time’ of mourning was over 
· It’s not meant to be cruel
· God isn’t saying, “Get over it! Stop crying and grow up.”
· Neiter am I
· They took a month to mourn because emotions are important/matter 

But, eventually, at the right time mourning needed to give way to movement 
· They had to go from ‘no Mo’ to ‘Now move’

You:

Are you in a ‘no mo’ season now?
· Is it time to move forward even though you’re mourning and missing what was?
· Have you been holding on to the past that needs to rest in peace on a mountain somewhere? 

Jesus said, “Follow me, and let the dead bury the dead” (Matthew 8:22)
· In other words, don’t let what’s dead stop you from living
· Maybe it’s time to move out of Moab
· To stop looking for a Moses that isn’t coming back 
· Stop reliving a season that was awesome but is now over
· COVID happened, how many of us are waiting for things to get ‘back to normal’
· Wishing for a past that isn’t coming back
· A relationship that ended and you keep waiting for that person to come back

Maybe it’s time to move out of Moab
· To stop looking for a Moses that isn’t coming back
· To stop re-living seasons of life that were awesome but are over 
· To stop waiting for that person to come and apologize to you for hurting you 
· To stop fantasizing over a romance that didn’t work out
· You’ve mourned long enough; now it’s time to move forward

The ‘month of mourning’ is figurative, by the way 
· If someone puts a dent in your new Ford F-350, you don’t (I hope) need a month to mourn
· But if you lose a loved one you might never ‘get over’ it – and I’m not saying you need to 
· You’ll carry that loss forever, although it won’t always hurt as badly 
· (Daddy, Kathy’s mom) 
· But we can still move forward when the time is right 

Psalm 30:5 – “Weeping may last for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning”
· The hurt may last for more than a night
· The pain might be there for more than a night 
· But when the time to weep is over, joy comes in the morning
· Moving forward with tear-stained faces 
· Forward with unanswered questions 
· Forward with unfinished faith
· But forward 

The story doesn’t end with the death of Moses in Deuteronomy 34
· Right after the mourning time ended
· “Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him” (Verse 9)
· Notice the first 2 words
· “Now Joshua”
· God moved them from “No mo” to “Now Joshua”

For every No Mo in your life, there is a Now Joshua that God has been developing 
· For every No Mo you’ve grieved over, God is saying now move forward into the good gift I have for you 
· When you see no more Moses, God says, “Now there is a Joshua”
· When you see an ending, God is making a way 
· Where you see no way, God says, “Now, watch me make a way”
· Change it with a comma – “it’s over now” to “it’s over, now…”

“It’s over, now…”

Maybe the devil has been telling you, “You’re finished”
· But God says you’re not (who told you that?)
· God says you’re not finished because He’s not finished
· As long as your breathing, God is not done
· Maybe you’ve been caught up in what’s gone that you can’t see what God has ahead
· You’re not finished, you’re moving forward
· Something is over, but something is beginning

Think of it this way
· You’re not just going through a crisis, you’re in a cocoon
· You’re transforming in there (by the renewal of your mind)
· You’re coming out with your wings 
· With wisdom
· With the will of God

[bookmark: _Hlk164760014]Paul wrote, “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prized for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14)

What do you need to leave behind so you can move ahead? 
· With God there is always a way, and by faith I will find it 
· What do you need to mourn for a season, then leave buried on a mountain?
· You don’t dishonor the past by doing that (we honor Moses even today) 
· You’re not being disloyal 
· You might think you’re being untrue to yourself or someone else by moving forward 
· But you can do both! 

Prayer for those who are in this place
Sad, mourning, but ready to move forward 

We:

How can life look when we move from ‘no mo’ to ‘now move’?
· What lies ahead?
· God has a plan
· And you’re in that plan
· Imagine your future! 
· Imagine all God has for you
· Hopes
· Dreams
· Plans to prosper you and not harm you (Jeremiah) 

What is your ‘Now Joshua’? 
· What doors are opening? 
· What people are coming into your life? 
· What faith is stirring in your heart? 
· What challenges are waiting ahead?
· What calling has God awakened in your heart? 
· What is the new thing, the now thing, the next thing that God is doing in you?

Now move!
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